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[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Baltimore Sun’s recent editorial “School suspensions solve nothing” (2016), published is an attempt to raise concerns about the rising trend of school suspensions in Baltimore City schools and to offer encouragement to new BCPS superintendent Dr. Sonja Santelises in her effort to address the issue. The Sun compares the effects of suspensions to that of “restorative practices” in an effort to champion the latter as a difficult and costly, but ultimately more effective, solution to discipline issues in schools. The editorial also argues that policies are only one facet of the solution to discipline problems in schools and that central offices and school boards need to be on the same page of understanding with teachers, administrators and families with regard to policies and their intents. The Sun’s purpose is to offer support to Dr. Santelises in her effort to address the complicated issues facing Baltimore City Schools and to advocate for greater social and emotional awareness of the lives of students when it comes to addressing any disciplinary action and reform.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Italicize the source title	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Put article titles in “quotes”	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Address how the source’s argument develops and prominent rhetorical strategies it uses. Cover the remaining contextual information (SOAPS).	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: End your précis paragraph with a statement about the purpose of the article. 

“Sending a student home eliminates any possibility for teachers and administrators to actually address the root problem.”	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Select a quote or paraphrase an argument made by the source. This might be one of many arguments that the text makes, it need not be the only one. Single space it. It’s okay to label it Quote, or to italicize it. But make sure what is quoted is in quotes, and what is your paraphrase, is not.

	Though it should certainly be encouraged, it seems somewhat optimistic that teachers and administrators can alone “address the root problem” of a student’s disciplinary issues that the Sun admits to include complex socio-economic conditions like “trauma, poverty and neighborhood violence.” Suspensions, sometimes, are necessary and can be a deterrent, if used sparingly and with careful consideration of underlying factors.  Having been suspended for discipline issues myself, I would argue that the punishments had a lasting positive impact on my behavior and performance. I was ashamed of my behavior, and sought to prove to my peers, teachers and administrators I was a better, more responsible person when I returned. I also admit that, in large part, this was because I was suspended to a home that supported the school’s position and further encouraged me to reflect on and reform my behavior. I do not think that excluding students from school, though, is a universal solution. It should be part of a broader platform of approaches that needs to take into account the individual circumstances that are often feeding into an individual student’s in-school discipline problem. I accept there is a link between suspensions and the “long term costs” associated with this often temporary solution, like increased drop-outs and crime rates, but I also believe that there are tremendous obstacles to enacting the sort of reforms necessary to curb these trends. Though changes at the school-level are an important part of helping to manage discipline, and “restorative practices” contain much promise as one strategic piece, there needs to be a broader social, political and economic effort that school reform is part of, not central to, if we truly desire better schools and better communities.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Take a stance on the issue in the topic sentence. Don’t worry about discussing what social sin you see – you’ve already done this in the title.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Quote from the source when necessary to define their position relative to your own.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Use examples and logic to build your reasons/argument. Personal experiences are acceptable, but so are observations and knowledge about historical and contemporary society.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Look for exceptions and limits to your ideas and arguments. See more than your own side. Include some thinking of other perspectives.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: Explain, clarify, examine nuance and complexity, consider alterative examples and approaches, develop your thinking.	Comment by Busselman, Nicholas M: End with a clarifying, concluding idea that shows how your stance has developed since the topic sentence.
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You should be able to find most, if not all of the necessary source information for a full entry. If you can’t, find a new article as this is not likely to be very reputable.
“School Suspensions Solve Nothing.” The Baltimore Sun, 2 Dec. 2016, 
www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bs-ed-suspensions-20161114-story.html.
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